
COVID-19 Update
March 1, 2022
11:00 a.m. CST



Agenda 

• Welcome and Overview - Commissioner 
• Public Health Updates - Dr. Alice Sato   
• Update on DHHS Workforce Development Grant
• Question and Answer 





Cases and Hospitalizations



School Absenteeism Surveillance

From: https://dhhs.ne.gov/Flu%20Documents/Report.pdf



Public Health Updates

Dr. Alice Sato, MD, PhD
• Assistant Professor, Division of 

Pediatric Infectious Diseases 
• Associate Hospital Epidemiologist 

for Children’s Hospital and 
Medical Center

• Member, Pediatric Infectious 
Disease Society  



LAUNCH NE
Update

Alice Sato, MD PhD (she/her)
Hospital Epidemiologist, CHMC

Assistant Professor, Pediatric Infectious Disease, UNMC
March 1, 2022



DISCLOSURE REMINDER

I am a sub-investigator for the Pfizer vaccine trial in kids 
6 mo – 11 years old 

• (CHMC/UNMC/CHRI, PI: Dr. Kari Simonsen)
• Vaccine 5-11 use under EUA
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NYSDOH data

• 852,384 newly fully vaccinated children aged 12 to 17 
years 

• 365,502 children aged 5 to 11 years 
• Dec. 13, 2021 to Jan. 31, 2022, the height of the 

omicron surge
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NYSDOH data: VE

During the January 24-30 week:
• age 11: 11% (95%CI -3%, 23%) 

VS
• age 12: 67% (95% CI: 62%, 71%)

MAIN DIFFERENCE IS DOSE



DHHS Outreach: Crisis Response 
Workforce Development Grant  
The purpose of this program is to partner with academic institutions to 
develop a workforce pipeline to support school health. This will include 
work with Nebraska’s community colleges and undergraduate programs 
to identify interns to support school health. 

This will include 
• Nursing, 
• Social work, 
• Other health professions to support both physical and mental health



Advantages & Next Steps

• Keeping students in school
• Keeping students and teachers safe
• Collaborations with the school –NDE, school nurses, internal and 

external partners
Benefits to schools extend beyond the COVID-19 as a pandemic and 
serves as a future safeguard against all infection diseases in our 
schools.

Expect outreach and a survey from Andrew Delicata



Reminder of Flexibilities 

9



Next Call 

Tuesday, March 15, 2022 at 11 a.m. CST 

Submit Topics/Questions: https://forms.gle/op7ZRq3h3CmFz3hs7

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fop7ZRq3h3CmFz3hs7&data=04%7C01%7Clane.carr%40nebraska.gov%7Cc48a4ffe59874626e3d308d973cba51e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637668140743012853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mx1ZpbEPBMv5slOasmIbYJpX8a3wZnwDQMKTaO41kIE%3D&reserved=0
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