
COVID-19 Update
February 1, 2022
11:00 a.m. CST



Agenda 

• Welcome and Overview - Commissioner 
• Public Health Updates - Dr. Matthew Donahue
• New School Testing Program - Andrew Delicata 





Dr. Matthew Donahue 

• State Epidemiologist 

• MD from Iowa State 
University

• CDC experience in 
Epidemic Intelligence 
Service 
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COVID Testing in Nebraska Schools

CLIA Waiver & Reporting Requirements

January 2022
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1. Testing Options

2. Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendments of 1988 (CLIA)

3. Reporting

4. Next Steps / Contacts

5. Q & A

Agenda
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School Outbreak Testing Options
NPHL Battelle Group CDC Local Health 

Dept
eMed

Type PCR (results in 1-3 days) PCR (results in ~3 days) BinaxNow Rapid Antigen BinaxNow Rapid Antigen BinaxNow Rapid Antigen

Source Lab ships to schools Battelle ships to School CDC ships to School School picks up from 
LHD

School picks up from LHD

Contact
(see also last slide)

Local Health Department
https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd

Lindsey Rankin Andrew Delicata Local Health Department
https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd

Local Health Department
https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd

Administered by Nurse or Trained 
Volunteer

Self / proctored School School Self or online proctor

Interpreted by Lab Lab School School Self or online proctor

Reported by Lab Lab School – see reporting 
slide

School – see reporting 
slide

eMed (proctored)

CLIA Waiver? No No Yes Yes No (if eMed proctors)

Storage Collected supply 
refrigerated at 30-40°F

36-86°F 36-86°F 36-86°F 36-86°F

Time to Obtain 1-3 days after request 14 days after enrollment 
plus a 45-minute training

3-10 days after completing 
an online request form

<3 days, if available, 
after contacting your 
LHD

<3 days, if available, after 
contacting your LHD

https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd
https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd
https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd
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The CLIA Program regulates labs testing human specimens and ensures they provide accurate, 
reliable, and timely patient test results no matter where the test is done.
• In order to do testing, the location/facility must be CLIA certified
• With a Certificate of Waiver (CoW), a facility can only perform tests listed on the application 
• Nebraska has no additional licensure requirements
• To apply, submit the following forms to: DHHS.AcuteCareFacilities@Nebraska.gov

• CMS 116: https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms/downloads/cms116.pdf
• CLIA Ownership Info Form: http://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Documents/CLIAOwnershipInformation.pdf

• Nebraska Laboratory
• http://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Pages/CLIA-Clinical-Labs.aspx

• Cost: $180 (DHHS can cover this) 
• Timing: Average time is 14 days (allow at least 10 days before reaching out)

Clinical Lab Improvement Amendments (CLIA)

mailto:DHHS.AcuteCareFacilities@Nebraska.gov
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/CMS-Forms/CMS-Forms/downloads/cms116.pdf
http://dhhs.ne.gov/licensure/Documents/CLIAOwnershipInformation.pdf
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fdhhs.ne.gov%2Flicensure%2FPages%2FCLIA-Clinical-Labs.aspx&data=04%7C01%7CRebecca.Fein%40nebraska.gov%7Cac7c129a20124000d6b208d9e1e27fbf%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637789185189429068%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=uT3nN0ZCVA4VSI5iIR3o7KrmftEq7dSsnm2r8oTr8fQ%3D&reserved=0
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• Email dhhs.epi@Nebraska.gov to request documents & instructions
• We will respond with the excel template, companion documents, and 

other guidance.
• Submit your testing results within 24 hours of testing to: 

dhhs.epi@Nebraska.gov
• Positive results should be reported ASAP /  same day

• Call your LHD so they can assist (https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd)

Reporting

mailto:dhhs.epi@Nebraska.gov
mailto:dhhs.epi@Nebraska.gov
https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd
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• Start the CLIA waiver process ASAP if you are interested
• Quick Start Guide: https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-clia-laboratory-quick-start-guide-remediated.pdf

• DHHS will host a school nurse webinar next week, Tuesday, Feb 2 at 3:30 p.m. 
CST

• Contacts / Questions
• General: Andrew Delicata, Andrew.Delicata@Nebraska.gov 
• NPHL: Jonathan Figliomeni, Jonathan.Figliomeni@Nebraska.gov
• Battelle: Lindsey Rankin, rankinl@testedandprotected.org
• LHD: https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd
• Reporting: Rebecca Fein, Rebecca.Fein@nebraska.gov 
• CLIA: DHHS.AcuteCareFacilities@Nebraska.gov

Next Steps

https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cms-clia-laboratory-quick-start-guide-remediated.pdf
mailto:Andrew.Delicata@Nebraska.gov
mailto:Jonathan.Figliomeni@Nebraska.gov
mailto:rankinl@testedandprotected.org
https://dhhs.ne.gov/lhd
mailto:Rebecca.Fein@nebraska.gov
mailto:DHHS.AcuteCareFacilities@Nebraska.gov
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dhhs.ne.gov
@NEDHHS@NEDHHS NebraskaDHHS

Contact Andrew Delicata with questions at
Andrew.Delicata@Nebraska.gov

http://dhhs.ne.gov


Next Call 

Tuesday, February 15, 2022 at 11 a.m. CST 

Submit Topics/Questions: https://forms.gle/op7ZRq3h3CmFz3hs7

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fop7ZRq3h3CmFz3hs7&data=04%7C01%7Clane.carr%40nebraska.gov%7Cc48a4ffe59874626e3d308d973cba51e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637668140743012853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mx1ZpbEPBMv5slOasmIbYJpX8a3wZnwDQMKTaO41kIE%3D&reserved=0



