
COVID-19 Update
October 12, 2021

11:00 a.m. CST



Agenda 

• Welcome and Overview - Commissioner 
• Public Health Updates - Dr. Russell McCulloh
• Question and Answer 



Public Health Updates

Dr. Russell McCulloh, MD
• Associate Professor, Division of 

Hospital Medicine- College of 
Medicine/Department of 
Pediatrics 

• Chief, Division of Hospital 
Medicine- Children’s Hospital & 
Medical Center



Nebraska Pediatric COVD-19 Case 
Counts and Vaccine Data

Pediatric Cases in NE
• Delta Variant and 

current pediatric 
cases in NE

Vaccination Data
• Roughly 340,000 NE 

students
• 70,890 children ages 

12-17 are fully 
vaccinated

• Less than 25% of all 
Nebraska



COVID-19 hospitalizations

• Primarily children who are:
• <12 months old
• Obese
• Chronic lung/heart disease
• Immune compromised
• History of asthma

• MIS-C Cases
• Seeing 1-3 new cases/week



Long COVID
• UNMC/Childrens is part of the RECOVER program funded by 

the NIH
• Both Children AND adults
• 4-year project. Looking to enroll 110 children who have one of 

the following:
• Symptoms of COVID for >3 weeks
• MIS-C
• Prior infection without MIS-C or long COVID

• More information: https://recovercovid.org/

https://recovercovid.org/


COVID-19 vaccination
• Rates decrease with decreasing age and are lower in NE than nationally

Proportion of Children 12-17 years old who have completed COVID-19 vaccination by July 31, 2021
12-17 Med[IQR] 16-17 years old 14-15 years old 12-13 years old

Overall 30% [25%-42%] 40% [32%-51%] 29% [24%-41%] 24% [19%-34%]
IDeA State Residents 24% [20%-37%] 33% [26%-49%] 23% [19%-35%] 20% [14%-32%]
IDeA State Residents (excluding 
New England)

23% [19%-36%]* 31% {26%-45%] 22% [18%-29%] 19% [14%-31%]

Non-IDeA State Residents 32% [25%-42%] 41% [32%-51%] 29% [24%-41%] 25% [19%-34%]
*Difference from non-IDeA state residents (p=0.028)



Demographic Groups that Have Been 
Vaccinated (Nationwide)



Demographic Groups that are 
“Waiting to See” 



Reasons Some Remain Unvaccinated 



COVID-19 Myths



Parents Whose Child’s School 
Encouraged Vaccination are More 
Likely to Say Child is Vaccinated



Delta Variant and Pediatric COVID-19 
Cases
• There’s a lot of misinformation and disinformation about 

COVID-19, masks, vaccines, and the effect of this virus on 
kids. What do we know, and who should be our best source 
of information?

• As we anticipate the emergency use authorization of the 
vaccine for children ages 5 to 12, how can districts play a 
role in messaging the safety and efficacy of the vaccine?

• What advice do you have for districts right now?



Next Call 

Tuesday, October 26 at 11 a.m. CST 

Submit Topics/Questions: https://forms.gle/op7ZRq3h3CmFz3hs7

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2Fop7ZRq3h3CmFz3hs7&data=04%7C01%7Clane.carr%40nebraska.gov%7Cc48a4ffe59874626e3d308d973cba51e%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637668140743012853%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mx1ZpbEPBMv5slOasmIbYJpX8a3wZnwDQMKTaO41kIE%3D&reserved=0


Thank you
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