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Agenda
● Welcome and Opening Comments - Commissioner Blomstedt 
● Outlining the NDE’s Top Priorities (Survey & Roundtable Results) 
● NDE Investments 
● Admin Days Preview 
● Budget Roadmap 
● Instructional Materials Requirements 
● Evidence-Based Interventions 
● ESSER III Grant Updates 



Welcome
● Purpose and cadence of these meetings 

● Administrator Days: Opportunity of a Lifetime 

● The federal investment provides a significant, transformational, one-time 
investment in education 

● Opportunity to renew and accelerate learning, with a particular emphasis 
on marginalized student groups (i.e. students of color, students with 
disabilities, English learners, and economically disadvantaged) 

● Opportunity to deepen partnerships forged over this year



Opportunity of a Lifetime 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, 
and Economic Security 

Act
(CARES) 

March 2020

Coronavirus Response 
and Relief 

Supplemental 
Appropriations Act 

(CRRSA) 
December 2020 

American Rescue 
Plan 

March 2021 

Total 
Allocation $65 million $243 million $546 million 

Flow Through 
to LEAs $59 millon $218 million $492 million

NDE Set-Aside $6 million $24 million $54 million 



The NDE’s Top Priorities 
● Across 14 roundtable discussions with myriad stakeholders and a 

survey of nearly 450 respondents yielded the following top 
priorities: 
○ Provide access to comprehensive mental health services for students, 

staff, and communities.
○ Reimagine family and community engagement.
○ Develop high-quality professional learning opportunities and bolster 

the teacher pipeline.
○ Ensure all students have equitable access to grade-level instruction to 

address unfinished learning and support learning acceleration.
○ Comprehensively modernize information, data, technology, and 

process systems 
● NDE is submitting its ARP Application to USDOE this week 



Foreshadowing NDE’s Technology 
Investments
● Digital Equity - Home based Broadband - Cyber 

Security Supports

● Data Modernization, Warehousing, & 
Visualization Supports

● Digital Teaching & Learning Supports 



Elementary COVID 
Testing Opportunity 

● The Midwest Coordination Center is one of four centers funded by the US Department of Health and 
Human Services to help K-8 schools implement a COVID testing program to keep students in school that is:

○ Easy - needing minimal time and part of the daily routine.
○ Effective - accurate and tailored to both individual and group needs.
○ Accessible - easy to access for every state in the Midwest region, including urban, rural, and 

underserved areas.
● The program is free for all K-8 schools. Personnel time will be needed at the school site to collect the 

samples.
● We provide testing that identifies the infected individual. Knowing the infected individual means the 

school can isolate the infected individual and keep uninfected kids in school.
● Screening testing in schools will help quickly identify cases and break the transmission cycle. The testing 

program will assist in predicting outbreaks of variants and tracking where the virus is locally.
● Testing programs help calm fears for unvaccinated populations and their families especially as mask 

mandates are lifted, travel resumes, and borders open.
● When cold/flu season returns, screening tests will help rule out COVID as the culprit.

Expect a call from this organization this summer! 



Planning for Renewal and 
Acceleration: 

Supports this Summer



Admin Day Preview: ESSER III Strand 

● Using Student Data to Inform ESSER Plans 
● Putting our Money Where our Mouth Is: Equity in ESSER 
● Choosing what’s Right for Your Students: Selecting 

Evidence-Based Strategies to Address “Learning Loss” 
● Beyond HVACS: Elevating Districts’ Transformational 

Investments 
● ESSER Budget Roadmap 



Renewal and Acceleration 

• Roadmap for summer 2021 and 
beyond 

• Describes key shifts in language 
• Highlights key considerations for: 

• Systems 
• High-quality instructional materials 
• Diagnosing unfinished teaching and 

learning 
• Planning for acceleration 
• Ensuring equitable instruction 
• Professional learning  



Pandemic Realities
Recently released TNTP & Zearn Math Study 
(05/2021) found:

• Students who experienced learning 
acceleration struggled less and learned more 
than students who started at the same level 
but experienced remediation instead.

• Students of color and those from low-income 
backgrounds were more likely than their 
white, wealthier peers to experience 
remediation—even when they had already 
demonstrated success on grade-level 
content.

• Learning acceleration was particularly 
effective for students of color and those from 
low-income families.



What do we mean by acceleration? 
Learning loss?

Learning acceleration offers the 
opportunity for students to receive 
grade-level instruction rather than 
focusing on what was missed in 
the past school year.

For example, a second-grade 
teacher starts with second-grade 
content, and the teacher 
intentionally embeds any content 
missed from the previous grade into 
grade-level instruction.



Evidence-Based Interventions/Strategies

• Details 4 levels of 
evidence

• Provides links and 
“how-tos” for several 
repositories 

• Ensure investments are of 
high quality and high 
impact



Core Instructional Materials in ESSER III
● Evidence-based instruction and high-quality instructional materials are 

key components in creating strong core instruction, increasing 
achievement, and decreasing the likelihood that some students will 
need targeted interventions.

○ Core instructional materials aligned to the Nebraska Standards and Key Instructional 
Shifts, and that are integrated within the framework of a well-designed instructional 
model and implemented with fidelity, support ALL student learning.

● ESSER III funds can be utilized to purchase core instructional materials 
and evidence-based interventions in order to address unfinished 
teaching and learning and support learning acceleration.  

○ Interventions should not be used as core instructional materials nor should they replace 
core instruction for particular student groups!



Core Instructional Materials in ESSER III 
● In GMS, see the “Instructional Materials Info_ESSER” spreadsheet.

○ The spreadsheet includes three tabs: ELA instructional materials, mathematics instructional 
materials, and science instructional materials and is organized by grade bands (K-5, 6-8, and 
9-12). 

● If ESSER III funds will be used to purchase core instructional materials for ELA, mathematics, or science, 
the district will be required to show that the instructional materials are aligned to the Nebraska State 
Standards and Key Instructional Shifts.

● Information about alignment is available through the Nebraska Instructional Materials Collaborative 
and EdReports.

○ Materials with a rating of “Meets” meet the expectations for alignment and are pre-approved as 
an ESSER expenditure.

○ Materials with a “Does Not Meet” rating do not meet expectations for alignment and will not be 
approved as an ESSER expenditure.

○ Materials with a “Partially Meets” rating or not listed will be subject to additional review by NDE 
staff prior to approval.  

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnematerialsmatter.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.epler%40nebraska.gov%7C1dcfbc2548a84c40dc6a08d91b106a8c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637570579592592445%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=mu16H6WNAKm60i11EHmHrZBF1npxvLTf7iuzwQvfiRs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edreports.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7Ccory.epler%40nebraska.gov%7C1dcfbc2548a84c40dc6a08d91b106a8c%7C043207dfe6894bf6902001038f11f0b1%7C0%7C0%7C637570579592602391%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=vJcWfsEaL%2FxXHxXiMPM%2B8meucbWfaogwihYC5gSsOZU%3D&reserved=0


● As Districts are choosing to make High-quality material selections, you 
may find that you need support to compare educational programs and 
evaluate goodness of fit for your district. The NeMTSS Program 
Comparison Tool is intended to help educators make an informed 
decision about programs that may work well in their schools.

● The programs included in this resource are a selection of those available 
and not an exhaustive list. Should a program not be listed that a district 
would like more information on, this can be submitted through the tool.  

Core Instructional 
Materials in ESSER III 

http://nemtss.unl.edu/resources/program-comparison-tool/
http://nemtss.unl.edu/resources/program-comparison-tool/
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ESSER III Consultation
LEA Consultation: LEAs engage in meaningful consultation with stakeholders, including, but 
not limited to:

i. students;
ii. families;
iii. school and district administrators (including special education administrators); and
iv.teachers, principals, school leaders, other educators, school staff, and their unions.

The LEA must also engage in meaningful consultation with each of the following to the extent 
present in or served by the LEA:

i.Tribes;
ii. civil rights organizations (including disability rights organizations); and
iii. stakeholders representing the interests of children with disabilities, English learners, 
children experiencing homelessness, children and youth in foster care, migratory 
students, children who are incarcerated, and other underserved students.



ESSER III Support: Pre-Admin Days

● Zoom Sessions led by Federal Programs Staff:
○ July 20 @ 2 p.m. 
○ July 21 @ 10 a.m. 
○ July 26 @ 10 a.m. (all CDT)

Email will be sent to all Superintendents with direct link to 
the work session on July 15th, when Part 2 opens.

● https://zoom.us/j/4024712452



Additional ESSER III Resources
Temporarily Located on Federal Programs Page 

Video of Zoom Session Worksheet/Template for 
“Return to In-Person Learning” Capital Asset Request Form 



ESSER III Supports: Who can help? 
Innovative Use of Funds:

Lane Carr & Shirley Vargas
Questions on the Grant Application:  

Beth Wooster, Kirk Russell, Dottie 
Heusman

Questions on Capital Assets:
Tom Goeschel

Questions on Instructional Materials:
Cory Epler

Questions on Reimbursements:
Steve Bauers

Questions on Fund Use:
Bryce Wilson

Questions on Assurances:
Jen Utemark

Questions on Supporting Students with 
Disabilities:

Amy Rhone

firstname.lastname@nebraska.gov 

mailto:firstname.lastname@nebraska.gov


Budget Roadmap 
Step 1 - Establish Renewal and Acceleration 
Team 
Step 2 - Eliminate Inaccurate and 
misunderstood info about ESSER III 
Step 3 - Consult stakeholders and build trust 
Step 4 - Develop 3-year Renewal and 
Acceleration Strategy and Budget 
Step 5 - Build feedback and communicate with 
stakeholders 



Upcoming Events 

● MTSS Reading Symposium on July 19, 2021
● Admin Days - July 28-30, 2021 - NDE Day is July 28 
● GetConnected Nebraska Afterschool Conference – September 10, 

2021
● Nebraska Adult Education Conference – September 23, 2021
● Paraeducator Conference – November 9, 2021
● List of events  https://events.education.ne.gov/ 

https://events.education.ne.gov/


Thank you! 


