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Statement on 
Racial Inequities

“For the past three years, the 
Nebraska Department of 

Education has been highlighting 
“equity.” The recent events have 

clearly exhibited the need to 
move from aspirational messages 
of approaching equity to specific 
actions designed to identify and 

confront inequities.” 
- Commissioner Blomstedt



Welcome and Thank You!

#launchnebraska
@NDE_TLA

@schoolkitgroup

• Tuesday’s webinar, Supporting Students with Disabilities, 
recordings, including slides, tools, and templates are 
archived at: 
• https://www.launchne.com/professional-learning-and-resources/

• Additional resources on Launch Nebraska:
• Health Guidance for Summer Learning and Beyond
• Guidance for Summer School and Summer Learning
• Learning Guidance for Students with Disabilities



Summer Learning and Beyond: 
Professional Learning Series
• A webinar series designed to provide clear, actionable 

information for school districts/school systems.

• Aligned with Continuity of Learning Plans.

• Our first focus is preparing for summer learning.

• Later, we’ll focus on preparing for the coming school year.

Our partner: SchoolKit



Session Norms:

• Use the Q & A feature if you have questions about 
technology or logistics

•Go to “View Options” to exit full screen to access 
the links in your web browser.

• Recorded session and this PPT deck will be 
available at www.launchne.com. 

#launchnebraska
@NDE_TLA

@schoolkitgroup



Chat Feature
• Use “Chat” when prompted to 

respond
• During whole group sharesà “Chat All 
Panelists”



Framing the Challenge



We also know…
• All students need and deserve 

consistent access to grade-level 
content
• Students starting the year below grade-

level benefit the most from on-grade 
level instruction
• High-quality instructional materials are a 

key lever for ensuring students are 
engaging with grade-level content



Session Focus:
Throughout the summer and beyond, school 

systems have an opportunity to consider 
approaches to supporting English Learners in a 

remote learning environment.  In this session, we 
will identify approaches to serving ELs with 
individualized instruction and appropriate 

language supports. 



First, Some Context…



Three Guiding Principles
1) Scaffolds and supports must be in service of helping 

ELs access grade-level content
2) Provide authentic and frequent opportunities for 

students to collaborate and share ideas with their 
peers

3) Amplify, don’t simplify, language



Topic Length

Getting Started 5 minutes

Supporting ELs in ELA 25 minutes

Supporting ELs in Math 25 minutes

Wrapping Up 5 minutes

Session Agenda:



Grade 4 Task at a Glance

Module 1
“Poetry, Poets 
and Becoming 

a Writer”

Lesson 4
Read and summarize Robert 
Frost’s poem “Stopping by 
Woods on a Snowy Evening"



Let’s Read!

•Read the poem
•Determine: What is the big idea?
•Reflect: What evidence from the text 
supports your thinking?

https://tinyurl.com/SnowyWoods



Analyze the Text
•What makes this text complex?
•What specific barriers might ELs 

encounter when working with 
this text and task?

Chat your reflections to “All 
Panelists and Attendees”



“The types of texts that teachers use with their 
students is an issue of equity: Teachers must 
provide a text diet rich with difficult texts to 

adolescents, including those who may struggle 
when reading them, to ensure equitable literacy 

instruction for all.”
“Struggle is Not a Bad Word” (Lupo, Strong, & Smith 2018)

(Hiebert, 2017; Tatum, 1999)

All Students Need to Read Complex Texts



How can we support English Learners in 
successfully accessing this task?



Three Guiding Principles
1) Scaffolds and supports must be in service of helping 

ELs access grade-level content
2) Provide authentic and frequent opportunities for 

students to collaborate and share ideas with their 
peers

3) Amplify, don’t simplify language



Let’s Read!

• Read the example and non-example
• Think about:
• What do these examples and non-examples illuminate 

for you about supporting ELs in ELA?
• What questions does this raise for you?

https://tinyurl.com/Session7ELA



Let’s hear from you!
•What do these examples and 

non-examples illuminate for you 
about supporting ELs in ELA?
•What questions does this raise 

for you?

Chat your reflections to “All 
Panelists and Attendees”



Key Points
Effective Supports…

• are in service of supporting students in making meaning of 
the text
• Are INTENTIONAL based on the unique complexities of the 

text and task
• act as an “on ramp” for students to access the task; they 

do not water down the task or decrease the rigor
• push students to do the heavy lifting



Topic Length

Getting Started 5 minutes

Supporting ELs in ELA 25 minutes

Supporting ELs in Math 25 minutes

Wrapping Up 5 minutes

Session Agenda:



Grade 5 Task at a Glance

Lesson 7
Solve word problems involving 
the volume of rectangular prisms 
with whole number edge lengths



Do the math!

Geoffrey wants to make one planter that 
extends from the ground to just below his back 

window.  The window starts 3 feet off the ground.  
If he wants the planter to hold 36 cubic feet of 

soil, name one way he could build the planter so 
it is not taller than 3 feet.  
Explain how you know.



Sample Student Response



Analyze the Task

•What makes this 
task complex?
•What specific 
barriers might ELs 
encounter when 
working with this 
task?

Geoffrey wants to make one 
planter that extends from the 
ground to just below his back 

window.  The window starts 3 feet 
off the ground.  If he wants the 
planter to hold 36 cubic feet of 
soil, name one way he could 

build the planter so it is not taller 
than 3 feet.  

Explain how you know.



Let’s hear from you!
•What makes this task complex?
•What specific barriers might ELs 

encounter when working with 
this task?

Chat your reflections to “All 
Panelists and Attendees”



How can we support English Learners in 
successfully accessing this task?



Three Guiding Principles
1) Scaffolds and supports must be in service of helping 

ELs access grade-level content
2) Provide authentic and frequent opportunities for 

students to collaborate and share ideas with their 
peers

3) Amplify, don’t simplify language



Let’s Read!

• Read the example and non-example
• Think about:
• What do these examples and non-examples illuminate 

for you about supporting ELs in math?
• What questions does this raise for you?

https://tinyurl.com/Session7Math



Let’s hear from you!
•What do these examples and 

non-examples illuminate for you 
about supporting ELs in math?
•What questions does this raise 

for you?

Chat your reflections to “All 
Panelists and Attendees”



Key Points
Effective Supports…

• are in service of supporting students in making meaning of 
the text
• Are INTENTIONAL based on the unique complexities of the 

task
• act as an “on ramp” for students to access the task; they 

do not water down the task or decrease the rigor
• push students to do the heavy lifting



Math Resource Spotlight



Topic Length

Getting Started 5 minutes

Supporting ELs in ELA 25 minutes

Supporting ELs in Math 25 minutes

Wrapping Up 5 minutes

Session Agenda:



Leader Implications
• Ensure teachers are using high-quality, grade-level instructional 

materials 
• Norm with all educators on the importance of grade-level 

instruction for all students
• Ensure ALL students, including ELs, are receiving Tier 1 

instruction every day
• Create and protect adequate planning time for all teachers
• Foster frequent and ongoing collaboration amongst EL 

teachers and Gen Ed teachers



Additional Virtual Considerations
Keep student conversations going!

• Zoom Breakout Rooms
• Phone calls 

• FaceTime
• 3-way call structures

• Marco Polo (and similar apps)



Reflect and Share
Consider Your Role

What are you most excited to 
take and apply from today’s 

session?

Chat your reflections to “All 
Panelists and Attendees”



Additional Resources



https://tinyurl.com/NDE7Survey

Feedback Survey



Coming Soon!

• Available from Student Achievement Partners (next week):

• Grade-level specific, essential content for literacy and mathematics. 
(www.achievethecore.org) 

• Nebraska-specific academic guidance (mid/late June):

• Core content and considerations for assessment, instructional materials, 
and professional learning 

• Will be available on Launch Nebraska.



Webinar Archives

Archived Sessions available at:
https://www.launchne.com/

professional-learning-and-
resources/



Upcoming Professional Learning
Tuesday 6/9 (4:30 p.m. CST):
Leveraging Assessment for 
Individualized Instruction 

Thursday 6/11 (4:30 p.m. CST):
Supporting Independent Science 

Learning



https://tinyurl.com/NDE7Survey


